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Ex.  No* 


INTERNATIONAL  MILITARY  TRIBUNAL  FOR  THE  FiiR  Ei^6T 

affidavit 

of 


THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  Ah^ERICA,  ot  al 

) 

-  AGAINST  -  ) 

) 


ARAKI,  Sadoo,  ot  al 


)  AKAMATSU,  Sadao 

) 


I,  AKaMATSU,  Sadao,  mako  oath  and  say  as  follov/s: 

1,  I,  AKAMATSU,  Sadao  was  Socrotary  to  tho  War  Minister  in 
1937  when  Conor  al  TOJO,  Hidoki  was  Vico-M3  r.lstor  of  War.  I 
Y/as  appointed  Socrotary  to  tho  V/ar  Minister  again  in  Novombor, 
1940.  V/hen  \/ar  Ministor  TOJO  formed  a  now  Cabinet  on  October 

•  18,  1941  folloY/ing  tho  resignation  of  the  third  KONOYE  Cabinet 

on  bloc,  I  v/as  appointed  Socrotary.  to  tho  Prime  Ministor.  In 
July,  1944  after  tho  TOJO  Cabinet’ s  resignation,  I  was  appoint¬ 
ed  Chief  of  tho  Section  of  Military  Affairs  in  tho  War  Ministry* 
In  February,  1945,  I  wont  over  to  China  as  a  imlt  oomt};  ne'e  • . 
Follbv/ing  tho  termination  of  tho  war,  I  roturnod  h<;riu  fro*ii 
China* 

2.  On  October  17,  1941,  shortly  after  General  TOJO  rocioved 
a  telephonic  summons  from  tho  Imperial  Court,  I  was  advised  by 
tho  of  General  TOJO’s  oidos  that  ho  had  received  such  a  summons* 
After  tho  telephone  call,  I  orv;  General  TOJO  writing  a  memorandum 
about  tho  Army's  attitude  toward  tho  resignation  of  the  third 
KONOYE  Cabinet.  Boforo  ho  loft  his  office  to  go  to  tho  Imperial 
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Court,  Gonoral  TOJO  and  Gonurnl  SUGIYAMA  hold  a  convorsation  in 

my  proaonco  from  which  I  loarnd  that  Gonoral  TOJO  had  not  bbon 

informed  of  tho  reason  why  ho  was  being  summoned  but  had  jumped 

/ 

to  tho  conclusion  that  it  was  with  rospoct  to  tho  Army’s  attitude 
in  connection  with  KOKOyS’s  resignation, 

Gonoral  TOJO  porsonrlly  told  mo  several  days  later  that 
when  ho  proceeded  to  tho  Palaco,  at  that  time  ho  was  told  by 
tho  chamberlain  ho  v'ovild  not  bo  given  a  seat  in  tho  Imperial 
presence  tho  day  (moaining  thoro  would  not  bo  a  long  conforonco) 
and  learned  Navy  Minister  OIKAWA  also  repaired  to  tho  Palace, 
following  him,  being  summoned  by  tho  r^iporor.  Gonoral  TOJO 
also  told  mo  that  therefore  ho  had  cssixmod  that  ho  would 
certainly  rocoive  a  caution  from  tho  Emperor  with  rospoct  to 
tho  Army’ s  attitude  end  procoodod  to  the  Imperial  porsonco  v/lth 
that  in  mind, 

I  accompainod  him  to  tho  Imperial  Palace,  V«hon  ho  v/lt, - 
drew  from  tho  Im;^ordal  prosono,  Gonoral  TOJO  looked  vory 
serious  and  said  nothing.  Ho  ordered  his  chauffeur  to  our  to 
tho  Mol;)i  Shrine,  A  gendarme  and  I  wont  with  him.  V/hon  tho 
car  roachodttho  precincts  of  the  Mciji  Shrine,  tho  Gonoral 
alighted  from  tho  car  and  offui*ed  a  prolonged  sllont  prayor  to 
tho  Shrine,  after  which  ho  worshipped  before  tho  TOGO  and 
Yasukunl  Shrinos,  V/hon  ho  hud  complotod  his  round  of  visits 
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to  those  shrinos,  Qonoral  TOJO  told  mo,  for  tho  first  timo 
that  ho  was  commanded  by  tho  Emporor  to  form  a  succoeoing 

Cabinet, 

3.  V/hch  ho  returned  to  his  official  rosidonco,  Qonoral 
KIMURA,  Vico-Ministor  of  War,  Qonoral  MUTO,  Chief  of  tho 
Military  Affairs  Bureau  in  tho  War  Ministry,  and  others  gathor- 
od  round  him  but  Qonoral  TOJO  did  nob  cook  thoir  counsol.  Dur¬ 
ing  tho  formation  of  his  Cabinet  by  Gm-Tal  TOJO,  I  stayed  in 
the  room  noxb  to  that,  usod  by  tho  Qoueral,  all  tho  timo  end 
took  charge  oi  telephonic  communications  botv/oon  his  hoadqeartor# 
for  the  formation  of  his  Cabinet  and  tho  outside  world,  Qoneral 
TOJO  ignored  tho  Army  officials  at  that  timo  and  somo  of  thoso 
do  so  to  him  told  mo  thoy  wore  apprehensive  of  his  atittud-  . 

4.  Primo  Minister  TOJO  also  told  mo  to  tho  following  effect 


about  two  days  latort 


"Tho  TOJO  before  his  acceptance  of  tho  Imporicl  coated 
to  form  a  now  Cabirot  and  tho  TOJO  after  his  accept anco 
arc-  ontiroly  dif'’ercnt  in  charawtor.  Now,  TOJO,  as 
Primo  Minister,  ie  firmly  detorminod  to  assist  His 
Majesty  tho  Emporor", 


5,  Such  was  the  domestic  situation,  prevailing  at  that  timo, 

that  many  pooplo  advoctitod  a  vigorous  policy  towax’d  America, 
Primo  Minister  TOJO  told  mo  shortly  after  war  had  commoncod 


that  ho  had  concurrently  assumed  tho  portfolio  of  Homo  Affairs 


as  ho  had  boon  prompted  by  tho  dosiro  to  assume  tho  responsibi¬ 


lity  for  maintenance  of  poaco  and  ordvr  at  homo,  in  case  it  was 


decided  to  avert  v/ar  with  America, 


# 
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Adi.'.iral  £h7.I!/-.DA  was  recoiiii.iendod  Navy  Minister  by  the  Navy. 

On  this  2  dvTy  of  194-7 

At  I  Jl.T.F.S. 

Dii:PO^m’T:  AIOi?.lATSU.  Sadao  (seal) 


I?  KOZUrn: .  Shlretaka  hereby  certify  that  the  above 
statement  v/as  sworn  by  the  Deponent,  who  affixed  his  signature 
and  seal  thereto  in  the  presence  of  this  witness. 

On  the  same  date 
At  sane  place 

Witness;  (signed)  HOZUTII ,  Shige_takR  (seal) 

I 

i 

; 

I  OATH 

I  In  accordance  with  my  conscience  I  sv/eor  to  t...*!' 

> 

j  whole  truth  withholding  nothing  and  adding  nothing. 

I 

1  (signed)  AKiliATSU'  Sndao  (seal) 
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